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H 1508. 1

HOUSE BI LL 1987

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Priest, Onsby and Curtis

Read first tine 02/ 14/ 2005. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to alternative assessnents; anmending RCW
28A. 655. 061; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 655 RCW and providi ng
an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The legislature finds that education reform includes four
| earning goals, wth tw of the four goals focused on critical
t hi nki ng, probl em sol ving, and understandi ng the inportance of work and
how performance, effort, and decisions directly affect future career
and educational opportunities. The legislature also finds that the
original vision of education reformincluded performance-based neasures
that would allow students to denonstrate, through multiple ways, the
know edge and skills they had | earned in school. The |legislature finds
t hat, because students cone to school with different |earning styles,
the state's assessnent system needs to include a variety of ways for
students to denonstrate the know edge and skills that they have
acqui r ed. Sonme students learn best through the hands-on active
| earning nodels typically available in career and technical education
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prograns. In addition, sone students are able to do a better job of
showi ng their know edge and skills through active denonstrations rather
t han t hrough paper and pencil tests.

(b) The legislature intends to honor the last two goals and the
original vision of education reformby giving students an opportunity
to denonstrate their know edge and skills through rigorous career and
techni cal education assessnent alternatives that lead to industry
certification.

(2)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction, in
consultation with interested school districts, shall design a career
and techni cal assessnent alternative that:

(i) Is available to students enrolled in conprehensive career and
techni cal education prograns that lead to witten, wdely accepted
state or nat i onal I ndustry certification when the industry
certification requires that the students denonstrate their skills and
know edge t hrough an objective assessnent or evaluation and the skills
and know edge included in the programare aligned to the state's high
school reading, witing, mathematics, and science essential |earnings;

(ii1) Is available in prograns that have previously been approved by
the office of the superintendent of public instruction for the purpose
of the assessnent alternative; and

(iii) I's piloted beginning with the 2006-07 school year through the
end of the 2011-12 school year, with an evaluation of its effectiveness
and biennial reports to the legislature on its inplenentation. The
bi ennial reports shall include the nunber of progranms offering the
alternative, the nunber of students in each program and the aggregate
results of participating students on the Wshington assessnment of
student |earning and the assessnent or evaluation used to determ ne
i ndustry certification. Students in the pilot nust take the high
school assessnent of student |earning at | east once and may be required
to take a placenent test used by the community and technical colleges
to ascertain whether they would be able to transition to postsecondary
work if they so chose.

(b) By Qctober 2012, the superintendent of public instruction shall
provide a final report on the pilots to the house of representatives
and senate commttees responsible for education policy. The fina
report shall include a recommendation on whether to elimnate or

HB 1987 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol bW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

continue the assessnent alternative for career and techni cal education
progranms that |lead to industry certification.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.655.061 and 2004 c¢c 19 s 101 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent system shall include but need not be
limted to the Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection (11) of this section, one or nore objective
alternative assessnents for a student to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards. The objective alternative assessnents for
each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045, acquisition of the certificate is required for graduation
from a public high school but is not the only requirenent for
graduati on.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW 28A. 155. 045, a student who
neets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to

four tinmes at no cost to the student. | f the student successfully
meets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
student shall earn a certificate of acadenic achievenent. Once

obj ective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
(11) of this section, a student may use the objective alternative
assessnents to denonstrate that the student successfully neets the
state standards for that content area if the student has retaken the
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Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning at |east once. However
students enrolled in career or technical prograns that lead to industry
certification may participate in an assessnent alternative under
section 1 of this act without retaking the WAshington assessnent of
student | earning. If the student successfully neets the state
standards on the objective alternative assessnents then the student
shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. The student's
transcript shall note whether the certificate of academ c achi evenent
was acquired by neans of the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning
or by an alternative assessnent.

(4) Beginning with the graduating class of 2010, a student nust
nmeet the state standards in science in addition to the other content
areas required under subsection (3) of this section on the WAshi ngton
assessnent of student |earning or the objective alternative assessnents
in order to earn a certificate of academ c achi evenent.

(5) The state board of education nmay not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based
instruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
school s under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW 28A. 155. 045.

(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) Beginning with the graduating class of 2006, the highest scale
score and |evel achieved in each content area on the high school
Washi ngt on assessnent of student learning shall be displayed on a
student's transcript. In addition, beginning with the graduating cl ass
of 2008, each student shall receive a scholar's designation on his or
her transcript for each content area in which the student achieves
level four the first time the student takes that content area
assessnent.

(8) Beginning in 2006, school districts nust naeke available to
students the foll ow ng options:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student |learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
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program at a community or technical coll ege. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

(9) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
school assessnent but who wish to inprove their results shall pay for
retaking the assessnent, wusing a uniform cost determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(10) Subject to avail able funding, the superintendent shall pil ot
opportunities for retaking the high school assessnent beginning in the
2004-05 school year. Beginning no later than Septenber 2006,
opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year shall be
avai l abl e to each school district.

(11)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shal | develop options for i npl enenting objective alternative
assessnents, which nmay include an appeals process, for students to
denonstrate achi evenent of the state academ c standards.

(b) The objective alternative assessnents shall be conparable in
rigor to the skills and knowl edge that the student nust denonstrate on
the Washington assessnent of student |earning and be objective in
((++s)) their determnation of student achievenent of the state
st andar ds.

(c) For students enrolled in career or technical prograns that |ead
to industry certification, successful conpletion of the industry
certification requirenents satisfy the requirenents of (b) of this
subsection if the prograns and assessnent alternatives both have been
previously approved by the superintendent of public instruction and
neet the requirenents of section 1 of this act.

(d) Before any objective alternative assessnents are used by a
student to denonstrate that the student has nmet the state standards in
a content area required to obtain a certificate, the | egislature shal
formally approve the use of any objective alternative assessnents
through the omibus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent
resol ution.

(12) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
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validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student |earning for making individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

(13) To hel p assure continued progress in academ ¢ achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for students as provided in this subsection (13).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the

previ ous school year. The plan shall include the courses,
conpetencies, and other steps needed to be taken by the student to neet
state academ c standards and stay on track for graduation. Thi s

requi renent shall be phased in as foll ows:

(1) Beginning no later than the 2004-05 school year ninth grade
students as described in this subsection (13)(a) shall have a plan.

(ii1) Beginning no later than the 2005-06 school year and every year
thereafter eighth grade students as described in this subsection
(13)(a) shall have a plan

(ti1) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably through
a parent conference, of the student's results on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

(iv) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

(b) Beginning with the 2005-06 school vyear and every year
thereafter, all fifth grade students who were not successful in one or
nore of the content areas of the fourth grade Washi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a student I|earning plan.

(i) The parent or guardian of a student described in this
subsection (13)(b) shall be notified, preferably through a parent
conference, of the student's results on the Washi ngton assessnent of
student |earning, actions the school intends to take to inprove the
student's skills in any content area in which the student was
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unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them inprove their

student's skills.

(1i) Progress made on the student plan shall be reported to the

student's parents or guardi an at
pl an made as necessary.

| east annually and adjustnents to the

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect August 1, 2005.

END ---
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